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A Message from the
Chairman

Happy Holidays and Good Cheer in the New Year 
to All Our Animal Friends, and Their Human Friends

How the Humane Society Got Its Start
by Karin Westdyk

Continued on page 2

Belmopan Humane SocietyIn the true spirit of 
the holiday season, give
a gift of charity to those

you know who care.
What better tribute
to a friend or family 

member who cares
about animals, 

than a charitable
donation in

their name to
the Belmopan

Humane Society
Each gift

donation will
include a

donation certificate   
acknowleding the

\    recipient’ and the gift giver 
To arrange, call 822-0176

Season Greetings Animal Lovers, We
shall soon be putting another year behind
us and I'm proud to say  even with the
global and national economic downturn,
we have made tremendous strides for-
ward.  

Belmopan Humane has had to priori-
tize projects and put some things on hold
awaiting better days, but animal welfare
has not suffered. 

Our media campaign to solicit foster
homes and promote spay /neuter is
already giving positive results.  

The mail out Dog Survey question-
naire which BHS attached to every
Belmopan residents water bill by Belize
Water Services will reveal what our pri-
orities will be in the future. 

I am extremely grateful to all our
membership and corporate sponsors who
have stood by us over these difficult
times this past year as without our voice
the speechless animals will not be heard.

Dewey Morrison  

Founded in 1866, the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was
the first organization of its kind. Shortly
after its establishment a few dozen other
organizations with similar missions
became actively involved in animal wel-
fare.  In 1877, delegates from 27 of
these groups joined forces to form the
American Humane Association (AHA),
its mission being to improve the living
conditions of farm animals.

Members of the American Humane
Society worked harmoniously for more
than half a century creating awareness
and helping to improve the lives of ani-
mals throughout the United States. But
in the early 1950's a great disagreement
caused the group to split. Some mem-
bers believed that abandoned animals
left at shelters with little hope of ever
finding placemants should be turned
over to laboratories for research. Those

who broke away from the AHA and
formed the Humane Society of the
United States had vehemently argued
that this practice would be cruel and
against the groups purpose. 

The new group also broadened its mis-
sion to include eliminating all animal
cruelty throughout the world. Its first
battle was to fight the legislation that
would have made it mandatory for ani-
mal shelters to turn over shelter animals
for scientific research. Over the next
half century the Humane Society has
spearheaded campaigns that have result-
ed in many of the most important animal
rights laws we have today    --from pro-
tecting endangered wildlife to establish-
ing guidelines on how research animals
are treated.  In addition the Humane
Society has established successful edu-
cational programs and campaigns to
spay/neuter pets, it established the

Quote of the DAy
The greatness of a nation, and its moral
progress, can be judged by the way it
treats its animals...................M. Ghandi

sent by Marla Dwyer
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By Sandra Hall
In October, the Belmopan Humane

Society (BHS), launched a public rela-
tions and public education campaign.
This included appearances by board
members Graciela Diaz, Judith Ferrier
and Sandra Hall on local television sta-
tions -- PLUS TV and Open Learning
TV (OPL TV).  The main focus of these
interviews was to encourage area resi-
dents to provide foster care for abused,
neglected and abandoned animals res-
cued by the BHS.

Sandra talked about how residents must
take responsibility for their animals and
pointed out that all animals deserve to be
treated humanely with love and compassion.

The reality is that, although many pets
are given the love and care they need,
many more are neglected and must
endure a life of deprivation and misery. 

These animals are deprived of: any
emotional attachment;  of basic food and
water -- barely surviving by eating
scraps from their owner's kitchens; they
are deprived of adequate shelter and left
out in yards to exist, struggling against
the harsh elements of a broiling sun or
torrential rains -- many times with heavy
chains around their necks, often attached
to even heavier padlocks; they are
deprived of veterinary care and go with-
out needed medication to combat dis-
eases or injuries all too often inflicted
by the very people who should be taking
care of them, or who may have subject-
ed them to cruel and inhumane activities
such as organized dog fighting.  

When dogs are young, they are cute and
people see them as novelties. As they
grow, their owners lose interest and no
longer find them to be cuddly and
adorable. Eventually, these dogs are
locked out of their yards, or in cases where
there are no yards, they are driven away or
taken to the streets and abandoned.

Animals cannot speak for themselves,
so we must speak for them. They can
feel and exopress love. They can feel
pain. They can feel frustration. They can
feel fear. They can feel threatened. They
can feel depressed. We are committed to
continue to fight for the rights of all our
animals in Belmopan and in our neigh-

bouring communities. But we cannot do
this on our own. We must engage our resi-
dents and we must try to educate them so
that they will join us in the fight for the
basic rights of our animals. Our animals
deserve more. Our communities deserve
better. They deserve to have healthy,
happy and well adjusted animals who will
not be a threat to people because of the
way in which they have been socialized --
to be menacing and threatening.

We will continue to advocate for the
humane treatment of all animals through
our programme of public relations and
education. We hope that one day we will
be able to change attitudes and behav-
iours toward animals by taking our mes-
sage to the children in our primary
schools. We consider this to be extreme-
ly important as children will grow up
and will one day have their own families
and may decide to have pets. They must
learn at an early age that it is not accept-
able nor is it normal to be cruel and abu-
sive to those creatures who cannot speak
for themselves. The  voiceless depend
on us to be their voices and their hope.

Belmopan Humane Society
Honors its Corporate Sponsors

BCSL
Biomeds Ltd.
Cheers
Unique Co. Ltd  
Builders Hardware
Banana Bank Lodge

Cardinal Shopping Center
Belize Healthcare Partners Limited

Roaring River Golf Course
Thanks for Caring and Sharing!

How the Humane Society
Got Started.

Continued from page 1
Humane Society Wildlife Land Trust to
protect wildlife habitats throughout the
world, and has fostered public awareness
regarding animals harvested for their fur. 

Today, the Humane Society US is based
in Washington, D.C., with 9 regional
offices, 8 affiliates and an international
arm. The Humane Society International
(HSI) is also based in Washington, D.C.
and has offices in Canada, India, Central
America, Australia and Europe.

Call 822-0176 

Our
Animals
Deserve
Much
Better

Mile 50 1/4 • Camalote • 820-2031

Abandoned
puppy!



Biomeds Ltd.
7392 George Price Blvd.,Belmopan
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So many people ask us how to tame
Polly?
The trick to tameing, is to understand how
parrots live in the natural world and then
provide for their needs. This makes for a
happy, healthy bird, who will probably like
you and trust you (most of the time!)

What do we know about wild parrots?

1. Parrots travel tens of miles a day.
They fly out in one direction in the
morning, and fly back the opposite
way in the evening.

2. During the day, they visit many differ-
ent trees, eating leaves, fruits, seeds,
nuts and flowers. 

3. They are monogamous and mate for
life. Paired birds regularly groom each
other's feathers, picking out parasites
and scratching the hard-to-reach
places. If a partner dies, the other bird
rarely re-mates and some have been
know to pine to death. 

4. Each of those bonded pairs join
together to make a big flock: they fly
around together all day and roost
together at night.

5. The male and female parrots work
together to raise their young, and the
offspring stay with them for at least a
year to learn how to survive. At the
site of robbed nests, adult birds are
often seen hanging around for days or
even weeks, in the hopes that their
stolen chicks will return.

6. Parrots are playful - when they are not
eating, sleeping or flying, they are
swinging around on branches, hanging
upside down, squabbling, enjoying a
rain-bath, chewing on sticks or just
yelling for the sake of it. 

So what does all that tell us about parrots?

1. They need a lot of exercise.
2. They need a varied and interesting diet.
3. They have the capacity for love and

loyalty. Companionship brings mental
and physical health benefits.

4. |They are social birds, they flock for
safety, for company and to search for
food with many eyes.

5. They love and care for their young.
Being a parrot-parent is serious work. 

6. Parrots love to play. They are also

WHO YA GONNA CALL!
Dog Fighting, Animal Cruelty, 

or Dog Theft, call Corporal Patt at
669-7200, or Sgt Westby at 664-7882

Animal, sick or badly injured on
streets of Belmopan, call Belmopan
City Council. Mrs. Chun 822-2271

Understanding
Parrots

by Nikki Buxton

very, very intelligent.

Now that you know this, put yourself in
the feet of a captive parrot.

1. Let your bird out of his cage for at
least 3 hours a day. The longer he
feels 'free' the tamer he'll become. We
have turned monsters into lambs
within a few short hours, just by
allowing them to roam over the top
of the cage, rather than brooding
inside it.

2. Give him interesting foods. Our birds
get 3 or 4 different fruits and vegeta-
bles every day, plus wild fruits and
berries, papaya and a constant supply
of sticks and leaves to chew.

3. Touch and scratch your bird. You are
his mate, his flock and entertainment
so help him with those hard-to-reach
places such as the back of his neck.

4. You are his only company - sing to
him, talk, laugh, let him climb all over
you: enjoy spending time with him.

5. You have to understand that even a
captive bird has the urge to mate.
Around January or February he may
start to get aggressive and demand-
ing. You'll just have to live with it -
he is not going to change.

6. He needs toys - lots and lots of toys.
Parrots chew all the time: sticks, bot-
tle caps, pens, clothes pins, card-
board, old phone books!!! Anything
that's not going to poison, burn, sting,
bite or electrocute him.  

We love to hear success stories - let us
know how you get on making friends
with Polly. www.belizebirdrescue.com

A parrot should live 50-80 years depend-
ing on the species. Belize Bird Rescue
gives advice to parrot owners to improve
the quality and extend the length of a
bird's life in order to stop 'replacement'
birds being taken from the wild.

Keeping captive parrots (or any
wildlife) is illegal without a licence
from Forestry Department. To apply for
a Pet Permit, call 822 1524 or visit
their offices on Forest Drive.

Editor's editorial note: Like all things
wild, parrots belong in the environment
intended by their creator. They should
never be taken from their natural world,
unless being rescued from harm or injury. 
. 

Home Improvement Warehouse

Constitution Dr., Belmopan

822-0501

Belize
Bird

Rescue

BHS Property Report
by Dewey Morison

Lots has been done in the past year on
our property but so much still needs doing.

One of the major things on our wish list
is a connection to the power grid and a tie-
in to the water system. Even though we
are in the city, the power and water lines
are still out of reach for a connection.  As
development proceeds around us the con-
nection possibility increases. 

We have been given by the Ministry
of Public Works a modular toilet unit
which was at the LUPP complex in
Mahogany Heights. This unit is now on
our property thanks to the assistance of
Tiger Sandy Bay farms and The Mena
Group. The unit is being rehabilitated
after years of neglect and hopefully will
be operational next year. 

The property and resource center has
been used by members and the Society
over this last year and we plan on many
more events there in the coming year.
Remember this is your property so
please use it and enjoy it. 

Belize
Healthcare
Partners

Limited

Methodist Youth Group faced the “2009
CHALLENGE” and transformed the BHS

grounds into a “Park”



Cardinal Shopping Center
Supermarket • Cardinal Store

Cardinal Hardware
822-2119

With a
Tropical

Twist

Mile 31&1/4
Western
Highway
Belize

The Belmopan Humane Society has pet
ID tags available with the phone number
of our office. Your name and description
of the animal is kept in our database.
Anyone finding your pet will contact the
office and we  immediately contact you.

This great service is available for 

only $5.00.

If you love your
pets, don’t losethem.

During these challenging times, the cream
rises to the top.  As we all stretch our dol-
lars there are those that still find it in their
hearts to give a "helping hand" to creatures
least fortunate.  This was evident in the last
fund raiser we just had - the Children's Pet
Show.  Those that came out had a great
time.  Children and their pets had photos
taken with Santa Paws, were treated to
games on the stage and entertained by DJ
Extreem, who generously donated his time
and equipment.   There was a huge Parrot
flying about which certainly made a large
impression on me "Not to Cage Parrots"! 

Thank you to the many people who
donated the snacks, wonderful cakes for the
bake sale and their priceless "time".   Add
to those proceeds, straight cash donations,
and after all expenses we will have deposit-
ed $908.00, every penny going directly into
spay/neuter subsidy and rescues.

Our next Fund Raiser will be an elegant
affair to celebrate Valentine Day.   Come
out and show your love.   It will be a
luncheon featuring a Doggie Fashion
Show.  Each dog will be showing Casual
Wear, Evening Wear, Sporting wear and
the climax will be a Wedding Duo.
Anyone wishing to join the committee to
help in any way please contact Lilly,
Graciela, Nikki or Sandra via email bel-
mopanhumane@yahoo.com. Anyone wish-
ing to enter their dog as a model,  please
make contact as soon as possible. 

Look forward this coming Spring to
another grand "Pet Fair".  As the BHS
property is developing so well we may be
able to host the Pet Fair on our own
grounds.  The sooner we strike a commit-
tee for that event the better as it is such a
large endeavor.  Please step forward and
offer a little of yourself to make the 2010
Pet Fair the best fund raiser ever. 

Foster a dog
Give one a chance
You won’t regret it, 

and you will
enhance

the life of a dog,
who didn’t ask to

be born and
whose life without

help would be
doomed and forlorn4.

Doggie Data
• Cats make over 100 different vocal

sounds; dogs can make about ten. 
• Chained dogs are 3 times more like-

ly to bite than unchained dogs
• Contrary to popular belief, dogs do

not sweat by salivating. They sweat
through the pads of their feet.

How You Can Help
Interested in helping your community,

but don't have lots of time?  Are you an
animal lover, but can't possibly give a

home to every dog or cat in need?  Not
sure how you can make a difference?  

The Belmopan Humane Society Rescue
Committee needs you!  It's simple.  If
interested in rescue work, please email
Marla Dwyer at marla_dwyer@yahoo.com.

Your animal friends will thank you.

Rescues & Adoptions

ADOPTION OPTION – Roo is currently
socialized with other cats, so a home
with a cat or 2 would be fine -- or, just a
home with lots of love. 

Roo

Foster Mum , Amy,
raised 5 kittens
from 4 days old to
9 weeks.  They are
all spayed/neutered
and have found
homes all over
Belize.

MR. TUMNUS was
found lost and alone
on the streets and was
rescued & fostered by
rescue coordinator
Marla.  He has just
been adopted by a new
family in Belmopan.

Found tossed over the
fence at the BHS.  We
will never understand
why. Lovingly fos-
tered and now has his
forever home and two
BIG sisters to play
with.Brownie

ADOPTION
OPTION –
“Gypsy”  is a 2
year old, 45 lb
payed  female.
Very loving and
playful.  She will
make you happy
every day.

Gypsy

An obvious pet,
abandoned and wan-
dering the streets of
Belmopan.  Taken in
by a kind resident.
he has been neutered
and now sports a
new ID tag & knows
exactly where he
lives. Mr. Businessman

Rescued at 5 weeks old; discovered on the
highway during a rain storm. Lovingly fos-
tered until the perfect owner came along.

Robin

Continued next column...........

Fund Raising
by Lilly Morison

“JACK” former
“FLASH” 

telling Santa Paws
what he wants for
Christmas  at the

Children’s Pet
Show. Dec. 12th

Useful Links on Our Website
WSPA • BELIZE BIRD RESCUE

CASA AVIAN SUPPORT ALLIANCE
“ANIMAL” LAWS OF BELIZE

BELMOPAN CITY ONLINE


